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Informed Prayer ~ Prayerful Action

The World Day of Prayer in Canada
Information Sheet

A brief history
The World Day of Prayer began in the 19th century when Christian women of Canada and the United States started to be involved in missions at home and in other parts of the world. Since 1812, women have encouraged one another to engage in personal prayer and take leadership in communal prayer within their mission auxiliaries and associations. Presbyterian women in the United States then called for a national day of prayer in 1887, and Anglican women in Canada established a national day of corporate intercessions for mission in 1895.

On October 19, 1918, Presbyterian women in Canada called together representatives of five Women’s Missionary Boards – Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian – “to promote the spreading of Christ’s kingdom through united prayer and action.” That first inter-church meeting gave birth to the Interim Committee on the Federation of the Women’s Missionary Society Boards of Canada, which organized a national and inter‑denominational day of prayer on January 9, 1920. 

In 1922, the committee agreed to use the same theme and day for the Day of Prayer as U.S. women. This annual event became the Women’s World Day of Prayer in 1927. The Canadian committee became the Women’s Inter‑Church Council of Canada in 1948 and now includes representatives from 11 church partners. This council continues to facilitate the World Day of Prayer in Canada and to speak to issues that concern church women across the country.

Purpose
The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement which brings Christians of many traditions together to observe a common day of prayer each year. Through preparation and participation in the worship service, we can come to know how our sisters of other countries, languages and cultures understand the Biblical passages in their context. We can hear their concerns and needs and can feel ourselves in solidarity with them as we pray with and for them. In this way, it is possible to enrich our Christian faith as it grows deeper and broader in an international, ecumenical expression. 

The motto of the World Day of Prayer movement is Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action. Through our participation in the World Day of Prayer, we affirm that prayer and action are inseparable and that both have immeasurable influence on the world.

Role of the International Committee
The World Day of Prayer International Committee (WDPIC) was formed in 1968, and consists of representatives of national / regional committees who meet every four years in a different area of the world. The selection of each year’s theme and focus country – whose World Day of Prayer committee is responsible for writing the service on the chosen theme – is made at these quadrennial meetings. 

Once the theme and country are chosen for a particular year, women of the selected country develop a common worship on their theme. Following a series of Bible studies, workshops and meetings with representatives of the international committee, a first draft of the worship service is submitted to the international office. This draft service is sent to 18 women from different countries; they read it and make observations and suggestions. Then the international committee’s Executive Advisory Group reviews the draft along with the comments and suggestions. This group’s recommendations go back to the focus country’s writing committee, which completes the final draft of the worship service. The international office then distributes it to national / regional committees in 170 countries, 18 months before the service takes place.

Role of Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada
National / regional committees (such as the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada) are responsible for adaptation of the service, preparation of any additional resources, and translation as required. In Canada, WICC distributes most World Day of Prayer materials free of charge. 

The Council takes its editing and adaptation responsibility seriously. Its World Day of Prayer committee meets several times each year to read through the international draft of the service, and suggests editing changes and prepares resource materials to accompany it. In many instances, the service has been translated into English from another language, and the committee often improves grammar, sentence structure and clarity, and sometimes makes adjustments to the order of the service. The committee works within several guidelines; its primary goal is to ensure the service speaks to the ecumenical nature of the Christian church in Canada while retaining the essence of what was provided by its writers. That may mean introducing an unfamiliar worship tradition of the focus country in a way that puts participants at ease, or perhaps providing a balance between one liturgical tradition and another through the use of suggested hymns, prayers, dramatizations and other resources. The guiding principle is that the adaptation is understood to be a bridge between women in Canada and in the focus country.

Role of Coordinators and Committees
There are currently about 2,200 World Day of Prayer Coordinators across Canada. Along with their local committees, they are responsible for bringing the service to life. They contact participating churches and church representatives, order materials, set a time and date for the service, distribute the service and resource materials, and help publicize the event.

The coordinators and committees also have an important role to play following the service. Not only do they forward to the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada the offerings (which go toward programs in Canada, production of resource materials for the service the following year, the church women of the focus countries, and mission funds for grants made to women around the world), but they also fill out evaluation forms. The Council’s WDP committee relies on these evaluations – which often include both compliments and constructive criticisms – when preparing for the next year’s service. It is thanks to the hard work and dedication of the regional coordinators and committees that the World Day of Prayer services take place every year in 2,200 communities across Canada and 170 countries around the world.
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For more information, contact:

Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada

Rooted in faith, called to action
47 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario  M5S 2C3

Tel: 416-929-5184  Fax: 416-929-4064  E-mail: wicc@wicc.org  Website: www.wicc.org
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