World Day of Prayer 2009 – Papua New Guinea

In Christ, there are many members yet one body

We are many members yet one body

A study of Romans 12:4-21
Preparation:

Our Bible Study focus is on the theme “In Christ, we Are many members yet one body”. The theme is of Christian unity which binds all who have faith in Christ. Since we are one in the bond of faith, we are members of the Body of Christ. This is the identity which every member has that makes them unique in the Spirit and united in love. 

Start this session by inviting each participant to make a membership card for another person, by writing their name and “Member of the Body of Christ” on a nametag or business-card size paper. Then have participants read Rom 12:4-21.

Though we are all different in many different ways, our identity in Christ unites us in his body, the church. This passage describes the attitude Christians should have in their relationship to one another.

Background:

The letter to the Romans was written by Paul  between 57-58 C.E. He was staying in Corinth near the end of his third missionary journey.

Paul himself was not the founder of the church in Rome. The church in Rome was believed to be established by Paul’s co-workers after the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10). 

It is evident that the church in Rome was composed of both Jewish and Gentile converts, the latter being more numerous. It is clear from this passage that tensions have arisen between Jewish and Gentile Christians. In his letter, Paul addresses these tensions in the hope of guiding them to live together in harmony despite their diverse backgrounds. This diversity of backgrounds results in a diversity of gifts, all of which are necessary for the benefit of the community.

Introduction:  

Papua New Guinea is one of the most diverse countries in the Pacific, with many cultures, races, languages, and religious beliefs. There are Papuans (light brown skin with curly hair), New Guineans of the mainland and islands (dark brown skin with frizzy hair); and Bougainvilleans (who are darker or black in their skin complexion). 

However, in spite of our different diversities, we meet and work and live together. We are many, with much diversity, but we belong to one country, one nation and one people of Papua New Guinea.

The Basis of Oneness

The Jewish Christians were being rejected by a larger group of Gentile Christians in the church that created a tension among both groups. The tension was in relation to the Jewish believers who continued to observe traditional dietary laws and sacred days (Rom 14:2-6). 

Paul responded by explaining that there is no difference between the Jews and the Gentiles in the presence of God (Rom 3:22). He says there is no distinction between individuals; God’s act of redemption in the person of Christ is for all. God’s redemptive work is the basis for unity. 

Paul’s theological understanding and explanations of God’s method of uniting different peoples applies in our lives today. Though we are different in many ways, in Christ we find oneness (Gal 3:28). We are brothers and sisters; in Christ, we are many yet one body.

Many Members (Rom. 12: 4-5)

Paul uses the concept of the human body to teach Christians how they should live and work together. Just as the parts of the body function under the direction of the brain, so are they to work together as one body under the authority of Jesus Christ (1Cor. 12:14-18; Eph.4: 1-6). 

And so in Christ there are many members which form one body. We belong to each other despite of our ethnic culture and traditions, church traditions, languages, and status regardless of whether rich or poor. We are one in the body of Christ. Christians who form the body of Christ in the world derive life and spirit from the Head who is Christ.

Gifts  (Rom. 12: 6-8)

Paul describes what can be called the “gifts of grace”. They include inward desires as well as talents and abilities (Phil.2:13) given by the Holy Spirit to individuals in the church in order to build up God’s people and express God’s love to others. (See 1Cor.12:1; 1Pet. 4:10). 

The spiritual gifts we receive are not only to benefit ourselves, but are to be used for the good of others. As believers, we are challenged to make good use of the gifts, talents or skills that God has given to us.  

For example, we can work together to care for HIV/AIDS victims, to organize rehabilitation programs for those affected by drugs, or to offer caregiving for victims of natural disasters or violence. Sharing our God-given talents strengthens our Christian unity and demonstrates our Christian call to “act justly”.

Love (Rom. 12: 9-21)

Paul then discusses agape love, Christian love that is pure and sincere. He exhorts Christians to live in mutual love that is binding, that looks beyond faults and sins and reconciles broken relationships within the body. 

For Paul it is necessary for the sake of the body for Christians to live in love, peace and harmony. He reminds us that our differences should not become barriers to our unity in Christ. Love can only be genuine if it is founded on Christ.

When love is genuine and sincere, it overcomes any negative attitudes. According to Paul, Christians who are devoted to Christ in faith must be devoted to one another as brothers and sisters.

Discussion:  

· What gifts can we identify in this gathering? How can we use these gifts to build unity?

· How do we express the diverse gifts of the body of Christ in the world today?

· How can we develop our God-given gifts, talents or skills? How can we better appreciate and encourage the gifts, talents and skills of others?

· What strategies can we use to reach out and help people who are in need socially, spiritually, physically and mentally?

Conclusion:

Our Christian unity originates from Christ who breaks down all barriers between different races, cultures, traditions and languages, between women and men, the rich and the poor, the healthy and the sick, the citizen and the refugee. 

The church is therefore called to exist for others. Christians demonstrate the unity of Christ here and now, reflecting the love of Christ in practical terms as we live our lives in this broken world.

By speaking out against the evil in society, the church shows it is committed to its call to love one another, to be unified in that love while honouring the expansive expression of gifts we find in all of God’s children.
