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Mary Jo Leddy
Biography

Mary Jo Leddy (B.A.; B.Ed.; M.A.; Ph.D), the Keynote Speaker at the Toronto Quadrennial meeting of the World Day of Prayer International Committee, is a well-known author, activist, refugee advocate and Director of Romero House for Refugees in Toronto. She is also an Adjunct Professor at Regis College, University of Toronto, an international lecturer and frequent radio and TV commentator, and an active member of the Ontario Sanctuary Coalition and PEN Canada. Leddy was the founding editor of Catholic New Times, an independent national Catholic newspaper.
Writings

· Radical Gratitude (Orbis, 2003) 

· At the Border Called Hope: Where Refugees Are Neighbours (Finalist, Trillium Award 1997) 

· Reweaving Religious Life (Best Book of 1996, Catholic Press Association of America) 

· Say to the Darkness We Beg to Differ (Finalist, City of Toronto Book Award 1988), 

· Memories of War, Promises of Peace 

· Co-author of two books. Author of several hundred articles published nationally and internationally – both popular and academic.

Education

· B.A. B.Ed M.A. Ph.D (University of Toronto). Doctoral studies in the area of philosophy of religion with an emphasis on Hannah Arendt’s approach to the Holocaust.

· Honorary Doctorates: L.L.D. (Windsor), D.Lett. (York University), D.H.Litt (Mount St. Vincent), L.L.D. (Waterloo) D.D. (Emmanuel College,University of Saskatchewan) 

Awards

Numerous academic awards and scholarships including: The Governor General’s Bronze Medal, the Canada Council Doctoral Fellowship, the Canadian University Presidents’ Award “Outstanding Young Woman of 1978”, the Ida Nudel Human Rights Award (1983), the Canadian Council of Christians and Jews Human Relations Award (1987), Award for Distinguished Contribution, Roman Catholic Communicators of Canada (1990), Best Publication Award, College Theology Society (Canada and USA), The Ontario Citizenship Award (1993), several press awards including best editorial, best news story, best theological reflection, best investigative journalism, best national newspaper, best campaign in the public interest. Leighton Studio Residence (twice), Banff School of the Arts; Order of Canada, 1996.
