[image: image1.png]


World Day of Prayer International Committee

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Biographies

Sylvia Lisk Vanhaverbeke, Chairperson (Canada)

What a great privilege it is for me to have been called by God to serve the World Day of Prayer International Committee. I have had a very ecumenical life that has prepared me well for the tasks that I am undertaking in this role of Chairperson.

I was raised in a very faith-filled family, active in the United Church of Canada (its roots are in the Methodist tradition). I converted to Roman Catholicism when I married my husband, Ed and became very active in that tradition: choir, Catholic Women’s League, Chair of the Parish Council and various other roles. 

My spiritual journey led me to become an Associate of the Sisters of St. Joseph, a lay organization in which I became the first Lay Director of this Community in 1993. After raising a daughter and three sons I began my post-graduate studies at the Toronto School of Theology. I received my Masters of Divinity in 1993. I worked as a Chaplain of a High School and facilitated workshops and retreats, which I continue to do when invited.

I have been a participant in World Day of Prayer services since I was a teenager and assisted in organizing the services when I became an adult. I became actively involved nationally when I was elected to the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada, an ecumenical organization for women of faith and justice. I was appointed to represent Canada at the WDPIC Quadrennial in South Africa in 1999 and there I was elected to the Executive Committee.

It is a great honour for me to have been elected as Chair of the WDPIC in Swanwick. I pray that God will continue to grant me wisdom and strength to serve the whole WDP community with peace, love and justice.


Karen G. Prudente, Treasurer (USA)
As treasurer I want to share my professional skills with women of WDP to whose mission I am committed. I will strive to provide transparency and accountability to the members, donors and supporters of WDP in order to interpret the programming and financial needs of WDPIC.

Although born in the United States, I spent my childhood and youth in the Philippines where I lived for 14 years.  I now reside in New York City.  From 1989-2000 I was Assistant Treasurer, Women’s Division of the General Board of Global Ministries, United Methodist Women where some of my responsibilities included overseeing pension funds, liaison to the World Division on use of all Women’s Division and special funds, and providing support to missionary programs of United Methodist Women.  I coordinated 5 of the 9 international women’s conferences sponsored by Women’s Division which involved grassroots, ecumenical, Methodist and United Methodist Organizations.  Since January 2001 I now serve as Executive Secretary for International Ministries of the Women’s Division where I advise and develop programs with our various partners around the world. In 2000 I began also serving as a volunteer Treasurer of the Ecumenical Loan Fund (ECLOF) based in Geneva, Switzerland.

Suzie Bayiha II, Africa (Cameroon)
I was born in Lep-libong, a large village in the central province of Cameroon in Africa.  I am a high school and college teacher.  My father was pastor of the Presbyterian Church.  From my earliest years my mother took me to meetings of Christian women.  I regularly attended celebrations of the World Day of Prayer.  In 1998 I was elected to the World Day of Prayer Committee in Yaounde, the capital of Cameroon, to replace Mrs. Rachel Simo from whom I learned a great deal.  I kept that position until November 2002, the time of the World Day of Prayer seminar on peace and reconciliation held in Douala, where a national committee was elected.  I am in charge of the technical department in the Association of Christian Women in my church.  I am especially involved in evangelization and children’s services.  We organize yearly meetings for those involved in children’s services and annual retreats for those who work with Christian woman.  We also prepare yearly programs for women and children.  My dream is for the WDP to make an indelible impression and become deeply rooted in all the churches of the Cameroon, especially in Africa and in the whole world generally.   The World Day of Prayer is one of those rare movements that bring us together in unity and love of our Lord.  “There is no longer Greek or Jew...  Christ is everything and in us all” (Col. 3:11).

When we have a vision of the whole, the dream will become a reality.


Assah E. Mgonja, Africa (Tanzania)
I was born on October 16, 1948. I am married to Mr.  Eliesikia  Emmanuel Mgonja, and have four children (three sons and one daughter).  Professionally I am a teacher. I have worked as a education officer inspectorate coordinator with the ministry of education, education and training coordinator with the Christian Council of Tanzania, executive secretary of the mothers’ union of the Anglican Church of Tanzania. I possess a post-graduate degree in planning and development from ISS The Hague, and a B.A. in education from the University of Dar es Salaam.

I have been a member of WDP since the 1980’s, and was elected to the WDP Tanzania Executive Committee since 1995. I have served as liaison since 1999.  I have been translating the international worship service for Tanzania since 2000. I thank our Lord very much for choosing me, humble as I am to serve Him in WDP. I look toward HIS help and guidance always. God bless you always.


Junko Matsuura, Asia (Japan)
In Japan, the Women’s Committee of National Christian Council takes all the responsibility of WDP. As Christians are real minority in our society, at times, some people find it difficult to accept all parts of the original WDP liturgy, because of unfamiliar religious tradition or cultural gap. When we distribute the translated materials, we give careful information about writer’s intention, and ask to enjoy the difference, for we think challenge to understand and accept differences leads to growth of ecumenism. Since being elected chairperson of NCCJ in 1999, I have enjoyed all the tasks of WDP as well as other activities.

I was born and raised in Episcopal/Anglican family, on marriage, moved to United Protestant Church of Japan accepting my partner’s desire, then after 30 years, came back home to Anglican. At the time of my return, the movement for ordination of women to priesthood had just started in our Church; I was actively involved in this movement and was ordained in 1999. My most devoted concerns now are feminist theology, Asian women’s issues, and peace making in and out of our country. I am a wife of a lawyer, a mother of three married children and a grandmother of five adorable children. With God’s help, I will do my best to be accountable to the sisters of Asia and other executive members.  


Woranut Pantupong, Asia (Thailand)
I was given a new life when I found Jesus. I have lived out his Word since then. I have tried to follow the Bible verses from 1 Thessalonian 5:16-18 that say “Rejoice always, Pray without ceasing! Give thanks to God in all circumstances. For this is the Will of God in Jesus Christ for you.” I have a strong intention to serve Him with a grateful heart, whenever I can and wherever I am until He will take me.

I am a mother of three grown up children, a daughter, and two sons. I am a widow of a late pastor of Wattana Church in Bangkok where I am still an active Elder, a Sunday School teacher and a choir member. My present job is Assistant to the General Secretary of the Church of Christ in Thailand for Ecumenical Relations.

I have known WDP for about 20 years. I became more involved in WDP when I was elected the President of the Women’s Desk and automatically became the Chair of WDP Women Committee. I served as President for two successive terms (eight years). After that I was chosen an Executive Committee member of the Women’s Desk and still hold that position. I have been Liason person for WDP Thailand. I translate the WDP order of worship and the Bible studies into Thai every year.

Ecumenically, I have been a representative to many regional and international conferences. I was elected the President of ACWC and served one term from 1994-1997 when I became a committee member of ICFLC too. I am thankful to the Lord for using me as his instrument in WDPIC as an Executive Committee member.


Waveney Agatha Benjamin, Caribbean / North America (Guyana)
I have been a member of the WDP Committee of Guyana since 1967, liaison for many years, and now Chairperson since 1995.  I have attended and participated in the WDPIC Meetings held in Jamaica, South Africa and England.

I am a member of the Anglican Church, the widow of an Anglican priest and mother of four sons and three daughters.  I am a member of the Church Women United movement of Guyana.

Presently I am a Vestry member of my Parish and elected representative to the Diocesan Synod.  I have been the Mothers’ Union Diocesan Worker from 1974 to 1994, having been trained in this position in Guyana and in England.  I was the Mothers’ Union delegate for Guyana at the worldwide conference in Australia in 1979.  I was the representative for the women of the churches in Guyana at the Assembly of the Caribbean Conference of Churches in Curacao in 1981. In 1991 I received a National Award (Medal of Service) for long and dedicated service to the Mothers’ Union.  I have been General Secretary of the YWCA from 1996 to 1999, and I am Member/Trustee of the Board of Directors of the Guyana Responsible Parenthood Association.

WDP is an important and active ecumenical movement in Guyana. I do look forward, and it is indeed a privilege, to work together with others to promote and strengthen WDP especially in the Caribbean/North America Region. May God bless us all!


S. Annette Poitier, Caribbean / North America (Bahamas)
I began work with World Day of Prayer in 1979, when I spoke at the annual Service in Nassau, Bahamas, about the United Nations’ ‘Year of the Child’.  It was also my introduction to Women’s Work in my own church, the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, as the women  had asked me to step out of ‘Youth Work’ and represent them at a seminar of Church Women United, New York, in preparation for this special year.  Thus began a work which has led to my leading the work of World Day of Prayer in The Bahamas for the past twenty years.  Being introduced to the ‘Fellowship of the Least Coin’, by women of the United Methodist Church, I linked this with the work of World Day of Prayer.

In 1983, I became a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, from which I gleaned a vast and extraordinary understanding of the Ecumenical Movement, a tremendous support for the work of World Day of Prayer.  A leader in the Methodist Church, I was invited to address the seventh Assembly of the World Methodist Conference in Singapore in 1991, where I shared my experiences as Principal of St. Paul’s Methodist College, a comprehensive Methodist school in The Bahamas. After forty-two years in educational service in The Bahamas, I retired in June 2004, and now work as a Training Officer in a private company.  

My church work has included Sunday Schools, Youth, Women, Choirs, Radio and Television Broadcasts, and being a Conference Representative. Ecumenically, I have worked with the Bahamas Christian Council for over twenty years. Singing, story-telling, traveling, writing meditations, prayers and worship services, are among my favourite activities, which I share and enjoy with my son, my two daughters and my grand-daughter.


Inge-Lise Lollike, Europe (Denmark)
I was born in 1947, and grew up in the midst of an orchard. Ever since I have loved everything that is growing, flowering and bringing fruit. That is also why I love to be involved in the WDP work – to see the work grow, flower and bear fruit for the honour of Christ and for the wellbeing and justice of our neighbours – close by and far away!

In 1977 I heard about WDP for the first time. Since that first afternoon the love of the work has grown and has filled a still growing area in my life. Seeing, feeling and experiencing the solidarity among women around the globe fills my heart with joy and thanks to God. It gives you strength and courage to go on and it makes you ingenious. 

I am married to Hans Verner; he is a Lutheran pastor and a very good WDP co-worker. We have three children and two grandchildren (a third one is expected in May/June 2004!).

During the week many children come in our different YWCA and YMCA clubs at church so in this way I have many children – I love the work with children. Since I was 13 years old I have been an active member of YWCA. By profession I am a primary school teacher. My favourite colour is blue.

I have been chairperson for Denmark’s Ecumenical Women’s Committee, which is responsible for WDP in Denmark from 1992 to 2003. Now I am the liaison person.

This is my second time in office for the WDPIC Executive Committee. During these past four years the world has become smaller and much more alive, but the challenges have grown. 

My vision is 1) each year one more country in the world will have women celebrating WDP  2) the network among the European WDP women will be stronger and more and more helpful for the national committees   3) and that WDP will be celebrated in all corners of my own country, Denmark, the first Friday in March.


Elisabeth Delmonte, Latin America (Uruguay)
I am very grateful that my Latin American sisters have adopted me as their representative on the International Committee, in spite of the fact that I was born and bred in Germany. But as the wife of a Uruguayan minister in the Waldensian Church and mother of 4 children, 2 born in Uruguay and 2 born in Argentina, I have been able to share the life of people in this part of the world for more than 40 years. As a professional translator and interpreter I owe the decisive steps in my life to my profession: contact with the ecumenical movement, meeting my husband, travel to conferences in many parts of the world, and the possibility of offering some support to WDP by translating the texts of the services into Spanish. As a member of the Uruguayan National Committee I have experienced the growth of enthusiasm and commitment to the worldwide movement. It is not explosive or spectacular in this part of the world, rather deep down, inside ourselves, but creative and eager to witness to the power of God’s Spirit. We owe a great deal of this growth to our contacts with our Paraguayan sisters and to my predecessor, Renée Carter, in particular.


Ormara Nolla, Latin America (Cuba)
I was born into and grew up in a Baptist home, the tradition of my maternal grandmother. Most of my Christian life developed in the First Baptist Church in Ciego de Avila about 200 miles from Havana, until 1965 when I married the man who is now my husband, Rev. Noel Fernandez Collot, from Camaguey. Then I became a member of the First Baptist Church in Camaguey. Both churches were members of the Cuban Oriental Baptist Convention. In both churches I developed my leadership, beginning at the intermediary or youth level, of which I was president, vice-president, and later teacher at Sunday School. I was in the music ministry where besides being in charge of the music, I played the piano and directed the choir.

At the present moment, I am a member of the Emmanuel Baptist Church, in Ciego de Avila, affiliated to the Cuban Baptist Church Fraternity. I am in charge of the Christian Education Pastoral.

I have known the WDP since the 1970s when I started working as a member of the Cuban Council of Churches in the Women’s Department. Through this department the WDP has become known and celebrated in our country.  From 1995 to 2000 I was President of the Women’s Department. As such I did my best to take the movement to towns and areas of our island where it was not yet known.

I have been a leader in the Ecumenical Cuban Movement through the Cuban Council of Churches and other ecumenical movements such as the Christian Student Movement and, presently, I am the Coordinator of Cuban Workers-Students Association.

I served as Vice President twice in the Council of Churches. I have also provided leadership in the area of liturgy.  I continue to work with women, and presently, I am Coordinator of the Council of Churches in my province, Ciego de Avila.

I am a graduate of the “Marta Abreu” Central University in the field of Philology. I worked 34 years at the Provincial Library in my city. I am retired from that job but I work in my church library in my free time.

Laila Carmi, Middle East (Palestine)
I was born in Haifa, Palestine in 1943 to a Palestinian family from Jerusalem. In 1948, I was forced to leave my country which was occupied by Israel and took refuge in Lebanon. I then returned to Jerusalem where I did my primary and secondary schooling at the site of the Fortress Antonia, or the Lithostros, where Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate.  According to the tradition, the ECCE HOMO Arch is part of the church school “Our Lady of Zion”.  My school was also opposite the Haram al Sharif – the Al Asqa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock Mosque. It was great studying in such a beautiful environment full of history.

I pursued my higher education in Paris at the Sorbonne. A little while after my return to Jerusalem, the June 1967 war broke out and since then I have been living under Israeli military occupation.  

After occupation, I worked for 18 years for the International Committee of the Red Cross in Jerusalem, where I witnessed firsthand the hardship inflicted to my people, the Palestinians. Since 1986 until the present day, I have been working at the Consulate General of France, Economic Department in Jerusalem.

I have been involved with the World Day of Prayer since 1990. I represented the Catholic church in the writing committee of the WDP Palestine. This ecumenical committee had to write the order of service of 1994 under the theme : Go, See and Act.  

Besides the WDP, I have had many church activities for many years.

Nadia Menes (Nadia Arsanious Sefein), Middle East (Egypt)
I am the Editor-in-Chief of Cornerstones Magazine, the Arabic Evangelical Church’s magazine for women. I was the chairperson of the National Evangelical Church Women in Egypt for two terms (1976-1982).  I serve on the boards of the Cairo Evangelical Medical Center and of the Educational Department of the Middle East Council of Churches, the Family Program. I am married to a Presbyterian minister since 1950, have a daughter, Violet, who is a dentist, and a son, Farid, who is a medical doctor.  I am grandmother of six precious ones: three granddaughters and three grandsons.

I have been a member of the WDP National Committee of Egypt since 1976. I was elected to the WDPIC Executive Committee in 1999 at Cape Town, and it is my privilege to be re-elected.  I hope to work for creating a better understanding of WDP in my region.


Vaieli Fuiono Piita, Pacific (Tuvalu)
My dear sisters, we are one in God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. I have been involved with the World Day of Prayer in Tuvalu for the past twelve years. As a Pastor’s wife, I have been highly active in the church women’s organizations, fostering various empowering and leadership training for both physical and spiritual development. I am a teacher by profession, and have taught in primary schools, secondary and Marine Training School.

I am married to Fuiono Peifaga, and we have two daughters and one son. My elder daughter Tafou is studying Medicine. My son, Junior Peifaga is studying for a Degree programme in Agricultural Science at Massey University in New Zealand, while my youngest daughter Enalizer, is in her fifth form, at secondary school.

In 2002 I was elected by the National Committee to be the first chairwoman of the Ecumenical Committee at the local level of WDP, and my experience at the national level has stretched and developed my thinking even further. It was thrilling for me to represent Tuvalu National Ecumenical Committee for the first time at the Quadrennial Meeting, at Swanwick, UK in 2003. On behalf of the Pacific, I would like to convey heartfelt thanks to my sisters who have worked hard in writing the most inspiring annual World Day of Prayers in the past years.

It is a great privilege for me to serve the WDPIC, and my areas of interest are in work at the grassroots level as well as with the needy. For this, I rely entirely on the loving and enriching care and guidance of our Lord as He says, “What is humanly impossible, is possible for God” (Luke 18:27). “And I will be with you always, to the end of the age.” (Mt 28:20) Manuia! God bless you all!


Joanna Matagi-Vilitama, Pacific (Niue Island)
Fakaalofa lahi atu, Greetings in the name of our Lord.  

It has been a blessing meeting new friends and colleagues of World Day of Prayer regionally and internationally.  The past nine years World Day of Prayer has strengthened and implemented new ways of networking together with other sisters on a national basis and globally. I have been in partnership in parish ministry with my husband Rev. Matagi Jessop Vilitama who is the Minister at Avatele Oneonepata village, Niue. My role involves working with the women in the parish and nationally, youth, children’s ministry, assisting with work at the church office and the family. Our family is blessed with six children, Christyl, Jessop, Tagaloa Advent, Matagifoou, Tofimua and Malu who is still at home.

Being the President of the Federation of Christian Women and Girl’s Brigade the past three years has given me a great oppotunity to meet and work with other sisters in the Pacific and all around the world. In this leadership role, I lead devotions and all national gathetings such as committee meetings of World Day of Prayer, Pacific Day of Prayer Services; I am representive to the Church Executive monthly meetings; and I attend training and workshops. I have worked closely with the women and administrative work at the church office.  As part of my ministry I coordinated a playcentre for the children of the village and community on a voluntary basis. 

I was fortunate to work with Jannice Graham of WDP Australia until her sudden death in October 2003. I am grateful for the time she took to keep in contact and share resources with small countries in the Pacific.  

Looking forward to meeting more of our sisters in the Pacific and serving our Lord with love and grace and working closely with the World Day of Prayer International Committee. Despite all the challenges in our different walks of life the Lord will provide. The Lord is good! 


Maria Chicheva-Aleksic, Member-at-Large – Orthodox, (Macedonia)
I was born in Skopje in the Republic of Macedonia.  My country was previously part of Yugoslavia and was under the Communist regime.  My parents are Orthodox Christians.  I encountered the idea of ecumenism when I was teaching Greek and Latin in the Catholic seminary in Skopje.  Because the Catholic Church is more open to ecumenical meetings than is my own Orthodox Church, it was possible for me to meet and to become friends with many people who belong to other denominations.  I was part of the inter-confessional team who made the revision of the first translation of the Bible into the Macedonian language.  I am a classical philologist (linguist) and I work in the Institute for Old Slavonic Culture.  At this time I am also working on my Ph.D. thesis “The Semantic Development of the Most Important Christian Terms.” I am married to Branko Aleksic and we have two sons, Stefan and Dobromir.

Since 1998 I have been a member of the WDP National Committee and I have participated actively in the preparation of the WDP worship services in Skopje. Macedonia is surrounded by countries (especially Greece, Serbia and Montenegro) where most people are Orthodox Christians with a very conservative view toward the ecumenical movement; some even think the idea of ecumenism is totally strange.  So my aim is to make them aware of the WDP worship services and so to spread the WDP movement among participants from the Orthodox Church, not only in Macedonia but also in neighboring countries. 

