Festival Day In Calgary 2010 for WDP Chile
by Lynn Smart

Festival Day began for me in early September, when I was relaxing at our cottage.  I read Eileen King’s notes from the New York office, including the Bible readings that give me a hint of the tone of the next year’s WDP.  I especially liked the slide script explaining the 25 slides on Chile, one page per slide.  It gave a well-researched background of this diverse and growing country. To give people an understanding of the writing country I decided to condense the 25 pages into 5 pages featuring four of the Chilean women who were able to overcome adversity and I put them into the first person for a presentation on Chile.  This meant blowing up 8 slides to 10” by 13” onto 4 black fiber-boards as part of the presentation.  If we were not able to find a speaker in Calgary, this presentation would give the key person organizers of the World Day of Prayer a window into Chile.
Next came the posters. The posters I made in the usual colours of the writing country’s flag: red, white and blue for Chile. Posters have been a tradition at Festival Day as a way to involve teachers and their students to do art projects for WDP. As usual I made the first poster about Chile and the concerns of the women there.  The second poster was about the theme: “How Many Loaves Have You?”.  The third poster was about Canada and our relationship to Chile and to the theme.  The first 2 posters made use of the slides. This year for the first time I used a Canadian artist’s (Ted Rettig’s) sculpture and script to tie in with the theme and the image of bread.  Below that I pasted a few words from the slide script that denoted what all the facets of sharing bread could mean.
Unlike last year’s three posters, the paper of which could be easily rolled, these posters were made with the paper available at Curry’s in the required colours and with this paper and the large photos these posters could not be rolled without damaging them. I consulted with Ted Rettig about how to send them to Calgary and he said, “Well, I’ll make you a BOX!”

And, he said, this BOX would weigh less than 30 lbs and would also hold the easels so that all 3 posters would be at the same eye level, an important concept in the art field.  Since 30 lbs would cost $50 to send by bus, I consented.  Ted is a Prof. in Art at Queen’s University for the first time this year, so his time was limited and this was a huge favour he was doing for us as he has only his weekends in Toronto to prepare for his courses and he had only 2 weekends in which to build the BOX. He said he was doing it because he really liked what we were doing with the WDP.
We packed the 3 easels, the 3 posters, the 4 fiber boards, the 6 signs, the WDP poster on large fiber board, and 3 plastic covers Ted had bought to cover the posters and keep them safe into the BOX and Ted screwed it together with an electric screw-driver.  However it weighed 100 pounds instead of 30 and cost $137.00 by bus one way, because Ted could not find the wood he wanted, and had to use heavier wood.  With help, we loaded it onto the Greyhound bus, it arrived safely in Calgary and Tara got it to the church on time, with not one inch damaged.

About 36 people registered at Tara’s Anglican Parish of Christ Church Calgary where the Rev. Tara Livingston is a priest. Marilyn and I were driven from the airport by Kathy Chapman who proved to be a wonderful organizer and already had a contingent of women willing to help put on their first day- long Festival Day. On Friday morning, Marilyn and I unpacked the box and set up the posters, tables and signs. I coached the women in their parts for the Chile Presentation, the Festival Day tables and what to find there, and for the enactment of the Worship service, with four flowing fabrics and goods from Chile including a copper cross all of which Kathy had procured. 
I set up the Peace Table with the poets’, singers’, novelists’ and miners’ photos to signify the great sensitivity of Chileans to their culture. We put a basket on the Peace Table with a “Prayers for Chile” sign and collected 21 prayers that were mailed to Florrie Snow, a Canadian living in Santiago for 45 years and married to a Chilean. Florrie has found a microcredit project of making furniture in her area that we can use at the next Festival Day in Toronto.
 Marilyn set up the Resources Table with her WICC banner, and the DVD’s, CD’s and order forms.  She included cards being sold for a project in Lesotho that WICC had funded through WDP offerings, a success story that had been moved along with our grants. Dr. Peg Herbert, the Founder and Executive Director of “Help Lesotho” had spoken to WICC members at our Spring Council and has since been awarded the Women of Influence Award in Ottawa.  During the day, Marilyn sold 16 DVD’s and 10 CD’s.

This is what Marilyn had to say about her Bible Study:
“Our Bible Study this year is a study from Mark 6:30-44 and it is about “The Feeding of the Five Thousand”.  The women from Chile gave us very provocative questions to think about and discuss.  The women who participated in Festival Day Calgary were thoughtful and forthright in their responses to the questions.  Each table had a different set of questions and each table had more answers than we were able to discuss in our allotted time of 30 minutes.  This would be a good Bible Study to do over a longer period of time.”

Everyone concerned was given a “Committee’s Agenda” for the day (see attached). The WDP skit was left to Marilyn, Kathy, Karola and me to practice.
During the lunch hour we played the DVD on a large screen and both Marilyn and I stressed that while the slides could be used for Festival Day, the DVD was meant to be shown at the WDP. It could be shown before the service as a way to acquaint the congregation with the writing country or in the church hall after the service. Marilyn gave an inspiring talk on WDP with a Q and A afterwards.
Kathy Vallejos, who was only 30 years old, gave a heartfelt talk on her family’s journey to Canada.  Kathy Chapman had found her at the Empanada Queen Deli.  She is the owner. She invited questions and answered them very well after her talk. She also brought empanadas and other finger food for the lunch.  Domingo and Sylvana (Chivey) Baudrand were the dancers referred by Kathy Vallejos and have a connection with the Chilean Community Association of Calgary.  They added some humour to the day with their rooster and hen dance.
      For the music, we wanted to include “Gratias a la Vida…Thanks to Life” by Violeta Parra from Chile, and Tara managed to find it on You Tube and projected it on a screen. Tara and Marilyn set up Marilyn’s first talk on “How to organize your WDP” on power point. Marilyn used a large world map to discuss the WDP at the International level. Tara led the singing, and everyone joined in, as most used the same Gather hymn book. Karola Radler agreed to thank the Speaker and to end the day by reading the “closing blessing” on the last page of the WDP service booklet.
 Marilyn again commented that we were even better at this Festival Day than previous ones. Tara assured me that it was a good workshop. In our evaluation forms, 22 out of 29 registrants said that they felt better prepared for WDP 2011. Five women agreed to work on a Festival Day Committee in Calgary next year. It is our hope that through these Festival Days women will become more involved in the organizing of the World Day of Prayer, and see it as a way of expressing their faith and love for the other in creative ways.
